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At least 20 Miskito Indians were reportedly killed Nov. 9 when a group of rearmed former contra
rebels attacked two remote villages in northern Nicaragua. Nicaraguan army troops deployed to
the area have been hampered in their search for survivors by bad weather and impassable roads.
During the night of Nov. 9, an armed band of around 100 men, alleged to be former contras, killed
at least 20 Miskito Indians in the area of San Andres de Bocay, 250 kms. north of Managua. Some of
the armed men reportedly entered the villages of Kanatawas and La Esperanza in boats via the Coco
River that serves as the border with Honduras. These villages are located deep in the jungle and are
barely accessible, even in the best of weather. Some 800 Miskito Indians had been resettled in the
area during the armed conflict with the contras in the 1980s.
After the Sandinistas lost the 1990 elections, some 20,000 anti-Sandinista combatants were
demobilized and returned to civilian life. However, many of these veterans took up arms again,
claiming that President Violeta Chamorro had not kept her promise to provide them with work
and land. In mid-1991, many demobilized Sandinistas also rearmed, citing the need to defend
themselves against the roving armed contras. Since that time sporadic encounters among the
Army and roving bands from both of the rearmed groups now known as the "recontras" and the
"recompas" have resulted in dozens of deaths and hundreds of acres of damaged crops in northern
Nicaragua. Both groups signed accords with the government several times but then broke those
agreements when the government failed to provide the assistance it had promised. Finally, in
February 1994, the government signed a peace accord with one of the last remaining rebel groups,
the Frente Norte 3-80 led by Jose Angel Talavera, alias El Chacal, and the group turned their
weapons over to government authorities in April.
Under the accord the government promised the former combatants land and agricultural and social
assistance. However, a breakaway group led by two leaders from the Frente Norte 3-80, known as
"Charrito" and "Northiel," remained in the mountains and have continued to harass and attack
local villages, kidnapping farm owners and robbing and pillaging crops. One of the first reports
of the Nov. 9 attacks came via radio from Brooklin Rivera, director of the Instituto Nicaraguense
de Desarrollo del Atlantica (INDERA), on the Atlantic Coast. Rivera, who called for an immediate
military response, reported that the attackers were led by an ex-contra leader known as "El Charro,"
and that the situation was very serious. According to Rivera, the villagers live in a constant state
of fear since there has been no permanent military or police presence in the area to protect them
from the armed roving bands. He said that he has continually urged the military and the minister of
interior to station troops in the area to avoid such incidents.
Norman Bent, a minister of the Moravian church, suggested to the AFP news service that the attacks
could have been racial in nature since the residents in those villagers were extremely poor, with
nothing to steal. Bent said that the little ammunition the villagers had ran out soon after the attacks
began and that the last he heard via radio was that some 300 of them were attempting to evacuate
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the area by boat. Army spokesman Capt. Milton Sandoval disagreed with Bent's racial theory,
saying the bandits were most likely looking for "boots or food when they encountered resistance,
but the people couldn't hold them off." Sandoval reported that several hundred army troops had
been deployed to San Andres de Bocay but were unable to reach the village of La Esperanza because
heavy rains made it impossible for helicopters to land in the area. As of Nov. 11 the army had
located only six bodies of the 20 victims reportedly killed by the marauders.
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